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A Warm Welcome to Class 2!

We hope you had a delightful summer break and that your child is eager to begin the new school year. This letter contains all the essential information to help you stay informed and prepared for the year ahead.

We are excited to get to know our new class. During the first half-term, our focus will be on helping the children settle in, ensuring they become happy and engaged learners. Establishing a sense of familiarity with their new routines and ensuring your child feels secure at school is our top priority. We will dedicate the first few weeks to building their confidence and comfort before turning our focus to academic performance.

The curriculum for your child has been carefully planned and is available on the school website. You can find it under the ‘Curriculum’ section, by navigating to ‘Annual Curriculum Plans – Curriculum Maps’ (look for the big yellow stars). We encourage you to familiarise yourself with what your child will be learning this year, so you can support and engage with their educational journey. 

Who is in the Classroom?

- Miss Gregson (Monday) 

-Mrs Milburn (Tuesday-Friday)

- Mrs Gould (PPA/Teacher release) 

- Miss Davidson (Senior Teaching Assistant) 

· The school doors will open at 8:45 am and close promptly at 8:50 am. The school day will conclude at 3:20 pm. Children in Years 1 and 2 will enter and exit the school via the Hall doors. If you arrive after 8:50 am, please use the main entrance.

· Year 1 – Reading Please read with your child using their Little Wandle decodable reading book five times a week. We will also send home ‘book words’ to accompany the reading book. These include graphemes, non-decodable (tricky) words, and higher-level vocabulary that we are learning in school. Additionally, we will send home a phonics ‘home learning’ sheet containing the sounds, words, and sentences we have been working on in phonics. Please use this to support your child’s reading development.
· Reading for pleasure is one of the most valuable life skills you can encourage. In addition to the Little Wandle phonics-based reading book, we will send home two library books each week—one fiction and one non-fiction or poetry book. These are ‘sharing books’ as your child may not be able to read them independently. We encourage you to enjoy these books together, discussing and exploring your child’s choices each week.
· Year 2 – Reading In addition to a ‘sharing’ book for reading pleasure, your child will also receive a reading homework book. In Year 2, the focus shifts towards comprehension rather than decoding. Instructions for Year 2 reading homework can be found on the inside cover of the red homework book, which will be distributed during the second week of the new term. Please submit the homework on Mondays so it can be marked. We recommend reading with your child for 10 minutes every day.
· Mathletics-Your child will receive a ‘Mathletics’ login to consolidate the maths work done in school. You can log in at home to find tasks set by the teacher and access maths games. We recommend 15 minutes of Mathletics per week.
· PE-PE will be held on Friday afternoons. Weather permitting, we will continue with outdoor PE, so please ensure your child has appropriate PE clothing and trainers that can withstand the outdoor conditions. A full PE kit is required, including trainers that your child can fasten independently.
· Jewellery- For safety reasons, jewellery should not be worn at school. If your child has pierced ears, please ensure earrings are not worn on PE days. Teachers are not permitted to remove earrings. If piercings cannot be removed due to being new, they must be taped at home, and spare tape should be brought to school.
· Water Bottles and Fresh Fruit Snacks- Please ensure your child brings a water bottle to school each day, filled at home. Juice and fizzy drinks are not allowed. We provide a fresh fruit snack daily, with a variety of fruits offered each week. If you prefer, your child may bring a fresh fruit snack from home. Please note that only fresh fruit is permitted; sugary snacks are not allowed.
· Wellies, Shoes, and Spare Clothes-Please provide wellies and a warm coat for playtime, as well as a spare change of clothing, including underwear, in case of need during the school day. These should be placed in a named bag and hung on your child’s peg in the cloakroom. If a change of clothes is needed and not available, we will contact you to bring a set to school.
· We often use the outdoor area during playtime and lesson time, so your child will wear their wellies outside, even on dry days. To help your child be as independent as possible, please ensure they have footwear they can manage on their own, such as Velcro shoes if they are not yet able to fasten laces. Please note that trainers are not permitted as footwear, and the school’s uniform policy is available on the website if needed.
For direct communication with a teacher, please use class2@thursby.cumbria.sch.uk Please note that this email is not monitored during teaching hours.
Thank you for your ongoing support, which is always greatly appreciated.

Best regards,  

Mrs Milburn, Miss Gregson, and Miss Davidson


